
Berry Family Obituaries, marriages etc 

Lydia A. Bennett (d Jan 4 1892) (Indiana Berry's aunt, she was born Lydia Shelby)

Lydia A Bennett was born near Maysville, Mason Co, Kentucky in the year 1800.  With 
her parents she moved to Union Co, Ind in 1816, and was married to William H Bennett, 
who afterward became prominent in State and local affairs, serving as legislator and 
president of the State Board of Agriculture.  Although struggling with poverty as many 
early pioneers, she never became unmindful of the poor and needy, and all through life 
was ever ready to aid them in their distress, and many were her donations to the church, 
for she was ever noted for her open-hearted generosity.  Even in those early days when 
building churches by subscription was a very difficult task, her name was always found 
on the list as a cheerful and liberal giver.  Her husband died Jan 29, 1864.  No children 
were born of this marriage, but she became the mother of nine orphan children, all of 
whom survive her.  These children she raised up to a Christian life, and was a mother to 
them in every way the dear word of "mother" implies, and all of them attest her 
motherly and noble traits of character, as few women have ever taken the motherly care 
and devotional interest in so many orphan children and brought them up into man- and 
womanhood with such a high degree of success.  She moved to Richmond, Ind in 1871, 
where she resided until her death, which took place Jan  4, 1892, aged 92 years, 7 
months, 9 days.  She united with the M.E. Church Sept 5, 1841 and was baptized Aug 
17, 1842, and was a faithful member and untiring worker in the cause of Christianity 
until overcome by the infirmities of age.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Mattoon Weekly Gazette June 3, 1892
Mr. D.S. Coon, one of our oldest and best citizens, is very ill with pneumonia, and the 
indications are unfavorable for recovery.

Undated clipping, June 1892
Death of D S. Coon

At 6:20 p. m., Friday, June 3, 1892 David S. Coon, died of bronchial pneumonia, at his 
residence on Edgar street. He was taken sick on Thursday, May 26, and gradually grew 
worse until life's struggle was o'er.  The funeral took place from the M.E. church at 1:30 
p.m. Sunday, under the auspices of Coles county Lodge No. 580, IOOF  The sermon was 
preached by Rev. W.S. Hooper.

The deceased was born in Montgomery county. Ohio, on August 7, 1837 and had 



he lived until August would have been sixty-five. He was married to Ezelia C. Berry on 
March 4, 1843, at Centerville, O.,  and moved to Mattoon in 1868. His occupation was 
that of a boot and shoemaker and followed that business continuously up to the time of 
his fatal illness.

There were born to him and Mrs. Coon eight children, five boys and three girls, 
five of whom are still living, Perry and George, and Mrs. Mary I. Trout, Mrs. Emma L. 
Fisher and Mrs. Annie E. Cavins.

The deceased became a member of the IOOF on August 8, 1848, just one day after 
he had reached his twenty-first birthday, and from the hour of his association with the 
order be was a zealous and enthusiastic member.  He also belonged to the Iron Hall and 
to Eureka Lodge No. 598, K.of H,  in which he had $2,000 insurance. For years he 
carried a $1,900 policy in the Galesburg, but about a year ago he allowed the policy to 
lapse. He became a member of the M.E. Church during Rev. Goodwin's pastorate in 
Mattoon.

Mattoon Weekly Gazette June 10, 1892
Perry Coon, of Indianapolis, came over Saturday to attend the funeral of his 

father, which occurred Sunday.

David Coon married Celia (or Ezelia) Berry, sister of Benjamin Nutter Berry.  After David's death she 
married Holly Chappel (see obit below) 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Undated clipping from Coles Co., Library/Genealogical Society [abt Oct 4, 1898.]

MARRIAGE BELLS
Frank Berry Leads Miss Daisy Sturdevant to the Altar.

In the marriage of Miss Dairy Sturdevant, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. L. C. 
Sturdevant to Mr. Frank Berry, of Mattoon, Casey loses another of her estimable young 
women, while Mattoon is favored by an admirable addition.

The plans for the wedding were nicely arranged and everything worked to 
perfection. and the guests are of one opinion that a prettier or more pleasant affair has 
rarely occurred anywhere

The sacred ceremonies binding two admirable young people together that nothing 
should tear them asunder were performed by Rev. Atkinson at the Presbyterian church. 
The church was tastefully decorated with potted plants and golden-rod, draped in a semi-
circle back of the altar, the organ being dressed in golden-rod.

The invited guests, about sixty in number, gathered at the church a few minutes 
before 6 o'clock. Ernest Owens, of Westfield, played the wedding march as the bridal 



procession entered the church, led by Rev. Atkinson, Madge and Portia Fuqua, little 
flower girls dressed in white, followed by Mr. B.B. Sturdevant and Miss Alice Johnson 
as best man and bridesmaid. Mr. Berry, with Miss Sturdevant leaning on bin arm, came 
last. The parents and immediate relatives took places at one side of the altar.

The preacher stopped in front of the altar, the bride and groom elect took their 
places in front of the minister. The bridesmaid and best man were stationed just back of 
them, and the little flower girls behind them. Everything being in readiness, the preacher 
performed a short ceremony and pronounced them man and wife.

The bride wore a traveling suit of brown novelty goods with hat and gloves to 
match. She made a very pretty appearance. The groom was garbed in the usual 
conventional black. The bridesmaid's costume was of blue cloth. Again the wedding 
march was rendered as the newly married couple and their attendants filed out of the 
church, followed by the parents and relatives.

A luncheon was served at 8:30 at the home of the bride's parents, at which a 
number of friends and relatives partook. The tables, three in number, were adorned with 
cut flowers. The service was in two courses-sandwiches and coffee, ice cream and cake.

At 7:15 the Casey Band rendered three selections as a godspeed to the young 
people who are so well and favorably known in Casey.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Berry were driven to the depot, where a number of their 
friends had gathered to wish a last farewell and happy life, and took the 7:55 train for 
Mattoon, where they will make their future home. They have the very best wishes of all 
who know them for a long, useful and happy life.

Those present from out of town were: Mr. and Mrs. Berry and Mrs. Gertie Pullen, 
of Mattoon, father, mother and sister of the groom; Mr. and Mrs. Levi Watson, Ernest 
and Inez Owen, of Westfield and Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Horrall of Olney.  Casey 
Republican.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++



Flora Berry was a daughter of Benjamin and Indiana Berry.  She married Benjamin Estes, and lived 
most of her married life in Salt Lake City, UT.

"Sister Flora"  died Salt Lake City 2/18/1903

Miss Flora Berry's school closed last Friday with a picnic at Gray's grove; although it 
was unpleasant till about noon, the school marched from the school house to the grove 
and back to the school house where, at 12 o'clock a bounteous repast was spread and all 
did justice to the fried chicken and everything good.  After dinner they repaired to the 
upper story where the children conducted themselves in a very creditable manner in the 
recital of speeches, orations, and dialogues; then speeches were made by Messrs. Elbert 
Woods and George Pepper.  After a few words of thankfulness by Miss Berry, the crowd 
returned to the grove where swings and other things had been arranged to make it 
pleasant for the little ones.  Music by the band.  About dusk all went home tired, but 
feeling that they had spent a happy day.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Mattoon Daily Journal, 7-27-1904

D.M. BERRY DEAD

Is Relieved from Earthly Pain After
Long Illness at His Home

Near Coles

D. M. Berry, better known as "Selly" Berry, died at ten o'clock this morning at his 
home near Coles. He had suffered from a cancer for twenty years, and in the last three 
months his condition was so critical that all hope for his recovery had been abandoned.
The deceased was born in this city about forty-seven years ago. He was a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. B. N. Berry, who survive him. He is also survived by a widow and three children, 
two brothers, Frank and George Berry, and three sisters, Mrs. Belle Scott and Mrs. Will 
Pullen of this city and Mrs. L. C. Burnett, whose home is in Nebraska, and Mrs. C. J. 
Stevens, Rankin, Ill.

He was at one time employed as an engineer on the Big Four. He was a member 
of the Court of Honor.

The funeral will be held Friday afternoon at two o'clock from the Methodist, 
church In this city,  Rev. J. B. Horney officiating.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++



Mattoon Journal-Gazette, Wednesday Evening, January 15, 1908

ARE WEDDED 56 YEARS
Mr. & Mrs. B.N. Berry Dwell Together More than Half a Century

EVENT NOT OBSERVED
Day Not Unlike Others, with Exception That Friends Congratulate Worthy Couple

Fifty-six years ago today - January 15, 1852 - Mr. & Mrs. B.N. Berry, 11221 Wabash 
avenue, were united in marriage.  Although the privilege of dwelling together for this 
length of time is allotted to but few couples, the event was not observed, and only for the 
fact that the venerable citizen and his wife were congratulated by ,a number of their 
friends who called upon them at their cozy home, the day probably would have passed 
unnoticed.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Berry are enjoying the best of health and bid fair to celebrate 
many more such anniversaries.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Berry were born in Union County. Ohio, the former on January 
9, 1825, and the latter Mrs. Indiana Louise Berry on December 1, 1833, and in the same 
county on January 15, 1852 they were married by Mr. Berry's uncle Rev. Mr. Nutter.

Six weeks after they were wedded Mr. Berry with his wife moved to Ohio, where 
they remained for three years, when they moved again, following the course of empire 
into Coles county. They settled in Pleasant Grove township near where Lerna now 
.stands, in 1855, the year that the historic crossing of the Illinois Central and what is 



now the Big Four was made, and which established the city which is now their home.
In 1860 and again in 1864  he was elected justice of the peace, the first

in Pleasant Grove township, and in April, 1865, a few days  before the assassination of  
President Lincoln, they, with their five children, moved to this city and built the home in 
which they now live. In this home five more children were born, four of whom have 
answered the final summons which leaves six, as follows: Mrs. L.C. Burnett of 
Nebraska City, Neb., G.L. Berry of Indianapolis, baggagemaster on the Big Four for 20 
years; Mrs. G.J. Stevens of Rankin, Ill; Mrs.  E.S. Scott, Mrs. Will Pullen and B.F. 
Berry, a printer, all of this city.  

In 1866 Mr. Berry was elected alderman and was _________ in 1868.  In 1875 he 
was again ____ a member of the ______ ________.   In 1897 ? [Drish and] Richmond.  
He then opened a coal and wood office,  in which business he remained a number of 
years. After this Mr. Berry again engaged in the grocery business, this time alone in a 
store room built on his premises.   A number of years ago he sold his grocery stock to the 
James Bros.

Mr. and Mrs. Berry have long been members of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
Mrs. Berry was converted in 1854, and Mr. Berry on January 6, 1846. Both have 
continued members of the church and are earnest Christian workers.  Mr. Berry has been 
for forty years class leader of the Methodist Episcopal church in this city.
 

Illinois Couple Sixty Years Wed

MATTOON COUPLE MARRIED IN 1852
Mr and Mrs BN Berry to Celebrate 60th Wedding Anniversary - Read TRIBUNE since 

1860  He Calls Himself Progressive, For Roosevelt, and Against Lorimerism
--------

Mattoon, Ill Jan 1920 [special]   The sixtieth anniversary of their marriage will be 
celebrated on next Monday by Mr and Mrs BN Berry of this city.  A fete in which 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren were expected to participate was 
annulled at a late date because of illness in the family.

Mr and Mrs Berry were married in Union Country, Ind on Jan 2, 1852.  Mr Berry 
was 27 years old and his bride was two years his junior.  Four years later they came to 
Coles Co, Ill. on one of the first railroad trains operated on the Terre Haute and Alton 
railroad, now a portion of the St Louis Division of the Big Four.  

Mr Berry engaged in various branches of retail business.  During the civil war he 
was captain of a company of home guards.  He was acquainted personally with Abraham 
Lincoln and knew Lincoln's Coles County relations intimately.

"I am a great admirer of The Tribune," said Mr Berry.  "On the day we celebrate 
our anniversary, the first thing I shall do after breakfast is read The Tribune.  I like its 
editorials.  I have read them daily for slightly more than fifty years.  I started on July 10, 



1860 to read it.
Now I am proud to say I am a Lincoln Republican- but not a Lorimer-Lincoln 

hypocrite.  I am a progressive at the age of 87, think Mr Roosevelt the logical leader of 
the party, and believe Republican politics in Illinois need a cleaning.  So does The 
Tribune, and that is one reason I like it.

Of ten children born to Mr and Mrs Berry, six are living- Mrs Emma C Burnett of 
Nebraska City, Neb; Mrs Belle Scott of Mattoon; George L Berry of Indianapolis, Ind; 
Mrs Lillie Stevens of Chicago, BF Berry of Mattoon, and Mrs Gertrude Pullen of Peoria, 
Ill.

Mrs Berry is not so active as her husband.
"I have never used liquor or tobacco in any form," said Mr Berry when asked the 

secrets of a long life.  "Always arise from the table feeling that you can eat more.  
Temperance in all things is the rule.  Leave worry to the other man."

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Indiana C Berry (d 24 Jan 1914)

Death Follows Brief Illness From Apoplexy - Mrs. Benjamin N Berry Passes Away At 
An Advanced Age

Native of Indiana - Decedent Had Celebrated Sixty-Second Anniversary and With Her 
Husband Was Among The Early Pioneers of Coles County - Death Follows Quickly 
After an Attack of Apoplexy Saturday Morning

Mrs. Benjamin N Berry, wife of one of the early pioneers in Coles County, died at 9:30 
o'clock Saturday evening at  the family residence,  1121 Wabash Avenue,  following a 
stroke of apoplexy sustained a few hours earlier.  Mrs. Berry was unconscious during the 
entire period between the attack and her death.
     The deceased woman was born in Union County, Indiana and was more than 80 years 
of age.  She was united in marriage with Benjamin N Berry, in Indiana January 14, 1852. 
The couple had recently observed their sixty-second wedding anniversary.
     Mr. & Mrs. Berry came to Illinois soon after their marriage and settled in Coles 
County,  near  Lerna.   A little  later  they removed to Mattoon,  where they have since 
resided.  
     Six children survive their mother:  Mrs. Emma C Burnett, Nebraska City, Neb; Mrs.  
Belle Scott, Mattoon; George L Berry, Indianapolis; Mrs. Lillie Stevens, Chicago; Frank 
Berry, Mattoon; Mrs. Gertrude Pullen.

Mattoon Journal-Gazette 1-24-1914



FUNERAL MRS. BERRY HELD FROM CHURCH
Services Over One of Mattoon’s Oldest

Residents Conducted this Afternoon 
from Methodist Church

The funeral of Mrs. B.N. Berry, who passed away at 9:30 o’clock on Saturday 
evening at the family home 1121 Wabash avenue was held this afternoon at 2:30 o’clock 
from the Methodist Episcopal church.  Rev. G.F. Oliver, the pastor, gave the discourse, 
following which interment was made in Dodge Grove Cemetery.

Mrs. Berry succumbed to an attack of apoplexy, which she was seized only a short 
time before her death.  She had been in an unconscious state from the time of the seizure 
up to the time of the final summons.

Mrs. Berry was born in Union county, O, on December 1, 1833, being over eighty 
years of age at the time of her death.  Mrs. Berry, with her husband, came to Coles 
county in 1855 and settled in Pleasant Grove township.  There she lived until 1865, 
when the family came to Mattoon. At that time Mr. Berry erected at 1121 Wabash 
avenue the dwelling which since has been their home.

Surviving are the following children: Mrs. Emma C. Burnett, Nebraska City, Neb., 
Mrs. Belle Scott, wife of E.S. Scott, Mattoon; George L. Berry, Indianapolis; Mrs. 
Lillian Stevens, Chicago; Mrs. Gertrude Pullen and Frank Berry, both of Mattoon. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Mattoon Journal-Gazette 7-20-1914

MONROE PULLEN DIES  FROM TUBERCULOSIS - 
Young Man Passes Away at Home of  Grandfather Saturday Evening

 After Several Weeks' Illness

Monroe Pullen died on Saturday night about 10:30 o'clock at the home of his 
grandfather, B.N. Berry, 1121 Wabash avenue, after an illness lasting about sit weeks.  
Death was attributed to tuberculosis and other complications and was rather sudden, as  
the young man had been sitting up and going around until Saturday afternoon, when he 
was seized with sinking spells.

The funeral services were held this afternoon from the house at 2:30 o’clock, 
conducted by Rev. G. F. Oliver, pastor of the Methodist Episcopal Church.  Burial was 
made in Dodge Grove cemetery.

Monroe Pullen, was eighteen years old, and had lived all his life in this city.  He 
was a son of Mr. and Mrs. William Pullen.  For some time he was employed in the Big 
Four shops in this city until his last illness. 

Besides the parents he is survived by one sister, Miss Lucille Pullen and one 



brother, Miller Pullen, the latter of Peoria.

+++++++++++++++++++++++
(1915)

Uncle Ben Berry Reaches Rife Age of Ninety Years

"Uncle Ben" Berry, one of Mattoon's oldest and best known citizens, celebrated 
his ninetieth birthday Saturday, when he was the guest of honor at an elaborate 6 o'clock 
dinner given at the home of his son, Frank Berry, 1710 Wabash Avenue.  Six children, 
nineteen grandchildren and six great grandchildren congratulated Mr Berry on the 
anniversary of his birth.  

Mr Berry was born in Union county, Indiana January 9 1825, and made his home 
at his birthplace for a number of years.  He came to Mattoon about sixty-three years ago 
and since that time has become known to the majority of citizens.  He conducted a 
grocery store in this city for more than ten years.  

Four times Mr Berry was elected to the city council and he served the people of 
his ward and the city of Mattoon as one of the most able aldermen elected by them.  Mrs 
H F Chappel, of this city, is a sister of Mr Berry and was present at the celebration 
yesterday.  Mrs Chappel is Mr Berry's only living sister.  She is past eighty-five years of 
age.

The Berry home was beautifully decorated in red and white.  A huge birthday 
cake, lighted by ninety colored candles, occupied the center of the table.  

B. N. Berry Honored

Benjamin Nutter Berry, better known as Uncle Ben Berry, was honored Thursday 
afternoon when a reception was tendered in his honor by Rev. and Mrs R.F. McDaniel in 
the Sunday school room of the First M.E. church, the occasion being the ninety-fourth 
anniversary of Mr Berry's birth.  

Members of the church and friends called between the hours of two and five 
o'clock, paying their respects to the aged citizen and felicitating him upon having 
reached such a ripe old age.  

The Sunday school room had been given quite a homey appearance with the 
addition of handsome rugs and large easy chairs, while in the center was a table adorned 
with beautiful cut flowers.  

Seated in a large arm chair, his head crowned with the frost of many winters, the 
face of the guest of honor presented a radiance that was almost boyish as he happily 
greeted his many friends and members of the church of which he is the oldest member, 
he having been a class leader for more than forty years.

During the afternoon devotional services were conducted by Rev McDaniel, he 



reading several passages from the Bible on old age, and offering prayer.  During the 
services the hymns "What A Friend We Have in Jesus" and "How Firm A Foundation" 
were sung by those present.

Following the services Mr Berry, escorted by Rev and Mrs McDaniel, was taken 
to the pastor's study which had been converted into a dining room, and there 
refreshments were served by Mrs. Frank Davis, Mrs. W.H. Robertson, Mrs. Paul Crane, 
Mrs. Ed Knight, Mrs. T.E. Rice, and Miss Nora Myers.

The remainder of the afternoon was spent in social conversation between Mr 
Berry and his friends, and upon his return home he found gifts in the shape of a box of 
candy and a large bouquet of flowers.  During his absence too, Uncle Sam, through the 
medium of a mail carrier, had remembered him with a shower of post cards, all bearing 
greetings and congratulations to him on the happy occasion.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Mattoon Journal-Gazette, Jan 20 1922
MRS. CHAPPELL DIES AT HOME OF DAUGHTER

One of City's Oldest Residents Succumbs After Long Illness- Funeral Sunday.

Mrs. Caroline E. Chappell, one of the oldest citizens of the city, both in point of age and 
in residence, passed away at 9:30 o'clock this morning at the home of her son-in-law and 
daughter, Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Cavins, 1720 Lafayette avenue. Mrs. Chappell, who was 
ninety-two years of age, had been in falling health for a number of months. having been 
confined to her bed since last July. Her decline was due to the infirmities of age and to 
cancer.

Funeral services are to be held some time on Sunday afternoon, from the 
residence, conducted by Rev. C. F. Buker. Burial is to be made in Dodge Grove 
cemetery.

Mrs. Chappell was born near Liberty, Ind., on September 11, 1829, having been 
ninety-two years of age last September. On March 4, 1849, when a young woman, she 
became the bride of D.S. Coon, the ceremony being performed at the family home near 
Liberty. In 1868 she came with her husband to this city, and Mattoon had been her home 
ever since, more than half a century. Mr. Coon passed away on June 3, 1902, and on 
September 12, 1904, she became the wife of Holly F. Chappell .Mr. Chappell passed 
away on November 10, 1917, since which time Mrs. Chappell had made her home with 
Mr. and Mrs. Cavins.

Mrs. Chappell was the mother of eight children by her first marriage, but only two 
of them now survive, they being Mrs. Cavins and Mrs. H. B. Trout. One brother. B, N. 
Berry, this city, also survives.

Mrs. Chappell, although far advanced in years, had been unusually active during 
the later years of her life up to the time her health began to decline.



+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

obit of Benjamin Nutter Berry d 1923

"UNCLE BEN" BERRY  DIES IN CHICAGO - 
Mattoon's Oldest Citizen Dies At Daughter's Home

     Benjamin N. Berry, known affectionately all over the city as "Uncle Ben," and said to 
be Coles County's oldest citizen, passed away at 7:20 o'clock Friday evening at the home 
of his son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Scott, in Chicago.  
     "Uncle Ben" had been bedfast for about two weeks, or soon after celebration of the 
ninety-eighth anniversary of his birth at the Scott home on January 9.  Mr. Berry was up 
and around, mingling with those assembled and it is presumed that the exertion was too 
great for his weakened physical powers, and he took to his bed.  His death had been 
expected almost hourly for the last week.  
     The body, accompanied by the relatives, will arrive in this city at 10:30 o'clock 
tonight.  It will be taken from the station to the home of his son Frank Berry, 1710 
Wabash Avenue where it will lie until ten o'clock Sunday morning.  At this hour it will 
be removed from the home to the Methodist Episcopal Church, where between the hours 
of ten and two it may be viewed by friends.
     The funeral services are to be held at 2:30 o'clock Sunday afternoon from the church.  
Rev. R.F. McDaniel, former pastor but now living in Hastings, Neb., will conduct the 
services, assisted by Rev. C.F. Buker.  Burial is to be made in Dodge Grove beside the 
body of the wife, who passed away on January 24, 1914.
     Surviving "Uncle Ben" are six children: Mrs, E.S. Scott, Mrs. G.J. Stevens, Mrs. L.C. 
Burnett, and Mrs. Gertrude Pullen, all of Chicago; G.L. Berry of Indianapolis and Frank 
Berry of this city.  There are also surviving nineteen grandchildren and twelve great-
grandchildren.  

Native of Ohio

     Mr. Berry was born in Union County, Ohio on January 9 1825, having come within 
two years of reaching the century mark in life's journey.  In the same county, on January 
15 1852 he and Mrs. Berry were married.  Six weeks after they were married Mr. and 
Mrs. Berry moved to Indiana, where they remained for three years. [sic;  they were born 
in Union Co Indiana, and lived in Ohio 3 years] From Indiana they came to Illinois in 
the year of 1855, settling in Pleasant Grove township on a farm near where the village of 
Lerna now stands.  While a resident of Pleasant Grove Mr. Berry, in 1860 and again in 
1864, was elected a justice of the peace, the first man to be chosen to this office in that 
township.  



     In April 1865, only a few days before the assassination of President Lincoln, Mr. and 
Mrs. Berry, with their five children, came to Mattoon, erecting a home at 1121 Wabash 
Avenue, in which they lived together until Mrs. Berry's death in 1914, and where "Uncle 
Ben" continued to make his home except at intervals, when he went to Chicago to live 
with his children.  His home, however, was never actually "closed" as he always 
returned to it, and intended to return to this city when mild weather came again.  In this 
home five more children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Berry, four of whom have passed 
away.
     "Uncle Ben" had often told how he and his family waded through prairie grass to get 
from the station to the place which later became their home.
     In 1866 Mr. Berry was elected as a member of the city council and was re-elected in 
1868.  He then retired from that body until 1876, when he again became a member.  In 
1897 he was elected township collector.  
     When first coming to Mattoon Mr. Berry went into Drish & Richmond's hardware 
store as clerk, where he remained for seven years, after which he engaged in the grocery 
business with Col. Kilner, and later with Col. Richmond.  He then opened a coal and 
wood office, in which business he remained a number of years.  After this Mr. Berry 
again engaged in the grocery business, this time alone in a store room built on his 
premises.  
     Mr. Berry was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church since 1846.  He was for 
forty years class leader of the church.

+

Mattoon Journal-Gazette, Jan 1923

Berry Funeral is Unusually Large

The final respects of the hundreds of friends of B.N. (“Uncle Ben”) Berry, Mattoon’s 
oldest resident, who passed away Friday evening at the home of a daughter in Chicago, 
were paid to him Monday afternoon at the funeral services.  The First Methodist Church, 
in which the services were held, overflowed with those in attendance, more than fifteen 
hundred people being present.  

Rev. R.F. McDaniel of Hastings, Neb, a former pastor of the church, delivered the 
funeral sermon, and was assisted in the services by Rev. C.F. Buker, the pastor.  The 
pallbearers were D.F. Silver, S.W. Phillips, Dr. A.A. Powell, G.S. Tarbox. John Cantlon 
Sr., and L.K. Graver.

Mrs. Frank Kern sang three songs; “Sweet Peace, The Gift of God’s Love,” “I Am 
Going Home,” and “I Will Sing You A Song.”

Following the services the body was taken to Dodge Grove, the funeral procession 
being one of the largest that has ever attended the funeral of a Mattoon Citizen.  The 
G.A.R. post attended the services in a body in respect for the consideration and interest 
“Uncle Ben” has always shown in the affairs of the post, although never a member of it.



+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Nebraska City News-Press; Thurs, June 11, 1928

Mrs. L.C. Burnett

Funeral services for Mrs. L.C. Burnett, who died in Chicago Monday, were held at 
Wyuka Cemetery Wednesday morning with Rev. V.C. Wright of the First Methodist 
Church, this city, in charge.  The services were attended by a large number of her former 
friends and neighbors.

Mrs. Burnett was a resident of Nebraska City for many years, coming here about 
50 years ago from Illinois with her husband, the late L.C. Burnett, who for many years 
conducted the McCulloch & Burnett hide and leather business in Nebraska City.  She 
was well known in the community and was identified with church work.

Mrs. Burnett died Sunday, following a stroke of paralysis two months ago.  For 
the past five years she has made her home with her daughter, Mrs. Overton of Chicago.

She is survived by two sons, Leslie Burnett, Chicago, and Jerome Burnett of 
South America, and one daughter, Mrs. Olin Overton.  Mr. Burnett died in 1906.  The 
pallbearers were Ernest Overton, Olin Overton, Walker Neeley, Carl Overton, Leslie 
Overton, and Frank H. Fields.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Mattoon Journal-Gazette abt 1916  This Frank Berry was the son of David Marcellus Berry

FRANK BERRY DIES IN ST. LOUIS SANITARIUM

Mattoon Young Man Passes Away after Illness of Four Years ...  Burial to Be Here

Frank Berry, son of Mrs. Margaret Berry, passed away Thursday afternoon in the 
Missouri Baptist Sanitarium in St. Louis, where he had been a patient for four years.  He 
was afflicted with tuberculosis of the spine.  His condition had been serious for some 
time.  

The body will be brought to this Saturday for burial in Dodge Grove cemetery.  
The funeral party will reach this city either at 11:35 or 3:03 o’clock and will be taken to 
the home of an aunt, Mrs. S.R. Connelly, 1108 Champaign Ave., from where the funeral 
services will be conducted at two o’clock Sunday afternoon.  The rites will be conducted 
by Rev. R.F. McDaniel.

Mr. Berry was about twenty-five year of age and had passed his life in this city 
until his removal to St. Louis to enter the sanitarium.  He is survived by a young wife 



and his mother, Mrs. Margaret Berry, who made her home in St. Louis, and two sisters, 
Mrs. Arthur Jones of Kokomo, Ind., and Miss Margaret Berry of Chicago.  B.N. Berry of 
this city is a grandfather of the young man.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Mattoon Daily Journal-Gazette and Commercial-St ..  Apr 1938  [died Apr 5, 1938]

Heart Attack Is Fatal to Frank Berry

Frank Berry, a lifelong resident of Mattoon, died at his home, 1710 Wabash avenue, 
about 12:30 o’clock this afternoon, following a heart attack suffered about 20 minutes 
before.  He had suffered with a heart ailment for a number of years but apparently had 
been as well as usual until the time he was stricken.  He was able to walk to the office of 
a physician near his place of business when the attack came.  He was taken at once to his 
home and died about five minutes later.   Mr. Berry was 69 years old.

Funeral arrangements are not complete but it is believed that services will be held 
Thursday afternoon at the Presbyterian church, with burial in Dodge Grove cemetery.

Mr. Berry was born in Mattoon April 14, 1869, the son of Mr. And Mrs. Benjamin 
Berry.  He spent his entire life in this city, and had been a printer since early manhood.  
He learned his trade in local newspaper offices, later going into business fore himself.  
He had operated his printing office in its present location at 1710 Wabash avenue, for the 
past 26 years,.  He married Miss Daisy Sturdevant of Casey on Oct 4, 1898.  

Surviving besides the wife are three sisters, Mrs. Ed Scott, Mrs. G.J. Stevens, and 
Mrs. Gertrude Pullen, all of Chicago. Mrs. W.J. Cavins of Mattoon is a cousin.

Mr. Berry was a member of the Presbyterian Church and the Modern Woodsmen 
Lodge.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Mattoon Journal-Gazette, 11-12-1942  Mary Isabelle Berry, daughter of Benjamin and Indiana 
Berry)

MRS. E. S. SCOTT DIES IN CHICAGO

Mrs. Edward S. Scott, a former Mattoon resident, died Wednesday at her home in 
Chicago. She was 88 years old.

The funeral will be held at 2:30 o'clock Friday afternoon in Chicago and then the 
body will be brought to this cite. A brief service will be held at 2 o'clock Saturday 
afternoon at the Schilling funeral home, with Rev. J . Fred Melvin officiating. Burial will 
be in Dodge Grove cemetery.



Mrs. Scott was a native of Centerville. O., but had spent many years in Mattoon prior to 
moving to Chicago. She and Mr. Scott, who is 90 years old, resided at 1501 Marshall 
avenue. They owned farm land south of Mattoon. In 1922 they moved to Chicago.

Surviving besides her husband are two sons, C. Earl and B. Edward of Chicago; 
three daughters, Misses Gertrude M. and Grace L. and Mrs. Gladys Cobb of Chicago; 
two sisters, Mrs. Gertrude Pullen arid Mrs. Lillie Stevens of Chicago: two grandchildren 
and one great grandchild.
Mrs. Scott had been a subscriber to The Journal-Gazette for 50 years or more.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Undated clipping, prob. Mattoon Journal-Gazette abt January 02, 1945

E.S. Scott, Former Mattooner, Dies

Funeral Services for Ed S. Scott, 92, a former Mattoon resident, who died 
Saturday evening at his home in Chicago., will be held at 2:30 o’clock Wednesday 
afternoon at the Schilling Funeral Home where it will remain until time of the funeral 
services.  

Mr. Scott was engaged in farming while residing in Mattoon.  Following his 
retirement, he left Mattoon in 1922 and went to Chicago where he had since made his 
home.

Mr. Scott is survived by three daughter, Misses Grace and Gertrude Scott at home 
and Mrs. George O. Cobb II of Chicago; two sons, Earl Scott, residing south of Mattoon 
and Ed of Chicago and two grandchildren.

He was a member of the First Methodist church.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Mattoon Daily Journal-Gazette, April 26, 1948
Former Mattoon Woman Dies

Mrs. Gertrude Pullen, 76, formerly of Mattoon died at 9 o’clock Sunday morning 
in a hospital in Long Island, N.Y.  

The body will arrive in Mattoon Tuesday morning and will be taken to the Peers 
funeral home.  Funeral services will be conducted at the chapel at 2 o’clock Wednesday 
afternoon.  Rev. Leland L. Lawrence will officiate and burial will be in Dodge Grove 
cemetery.

Mrs. Pullen was born Feb. 19, 1872, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. D.M.[sic] Berry.  
She lived most of her life in Mattoon, until 1914, when she left to reside in Chicago.  
She later made her home in Detroit, Mich., and later with her daughter, Miss Lucille 



Pullen, in Long Island.  She was married to William Pullen, who preceded her in death.
She is survived by one daughter, Miss Pullen: one sister, Mrs. G.J. Stevens of 

Chicago; a grandson; and several nieces and nephews.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Undated clipping, apparently from Mattoon Daily Journal-Gazette abt Oct 9 1957

Mrs. Daisy Berry Dies in Charleston

Mrs. Daisy Berry, 77, of Charleston, died Tuesday at 10:30 p.m. in the Oakwood 
Nursing Home, Charleston.

Services will be Thursday at 3 p.m. at the Schilling funeral home, with Rev, 
Robert Ellson and Dr. Horace Bachelor officiating.  Burial will be in Dodge Grove 
cemetery.   Friends may call at the funeral home between 7 and 9 pm today.

Mrs. Berry was born in Casey on Oct. 31, 1879, a daughter of D.C. and Kathryn 
Guthrie Sturdevant.  She married Frank Berry in Casey in 1896.  He died in 1938.  

She is survived by a brother, B.B. Sturdevant of Casey, and a sister, Mrs. Jessie 
Horrall of Olney.

Mrs. Berry was a member of the Presbyterian church of Mattoon and of the Order 
of Eastern Star and White Shrine.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Undated clipping sent by Emma Stevens, his widow.  She says, “They made a mistake on the date of 
Carlos’ death in this paper.  He died the 10th of Dec, 1976"

Carlos, when in England in World War I, met a young woman, Violet Tooley 
and told her and her family that he worked for the railroad [true] and that 
his father was the president of the company [not true.] They married in 
London and came back to the US; after the births of  Marge and Bob he kind  
of abandoned the family.

Former World War I pilot, 
C.B. Stevens dies Dec. 11

A former World War I pilot, legionnaire C.B. Stevens, Fairbury, 
was dead on arrival at 8:08 a.m. December 11, 976, at Fairbury 
hospital..

Mr. Stevens' 53 year career in aviation began in 1916, when he 
was an infantryman chasing Pancho Villa down on the Mexican 
border. During this time, he met a man who was instrumental in 



getting him into America's first fighter squadron. In 1917, he soloed in a Jenny after only 
8½ hours flying time.

After qualifying, he was 
sent with America's first 
training squadron to Ashburn 
Field near Chicago. Due to 
field conditions and constant 
inclement weather in that area, 
he was reassigned to Chanute 
Field, Rantoul.

During World War I, 1st 
Lt. Stevens commanded the 
43rd squadron at Shoreham-
By-The-Sea and the 86th 
squadron at Scampton Field, 
Lincolnshire, in England.  The 
squadrons were attached to the 

Royal Flying Corps and had the assigned responsibility of protecting London from the 
German Zeppelin raids.

Following World War I, he did some stunt flying, ferried passengers, worked as a 
flying salesman for a meat packing company and took people up for $15 for minutes.  
Stevens walked away from three crashes during his flying career.

In the 1930's he entered the aircraft industry and was first with the experimental 
section of Pratt-Whitney engines and later Dodge division of Chrysler. With Dodge, he 
assisted with the development of the fuel injection system for the B-29's used during 
World War II.

Later he was instrumental in developing the J-65 Sapphire Jet engine for Buick 
division, General Motors.  During his last years in the aircraft industry, Stevens was a 
technical representative for Douglass Aircraft in Long Beach, Calif.

Stevens' only son was killed on a B-17 raid over Germany during the latter part of 
World War II.

His funeral was held at 11 a.m. Monday. Dec. 13, at Trinity Lutheran church in 
Fairbury, with Rev. James Reents officiating. Organist was Mrs. Keith Klitzing and 
soloist Miss Wilma Bess. Interment was in the Strawn cemetery. Stiver Home for 
Funerals, Fairbury, was in charge of arrangements.

He was born March 29, 1895, at Charleston, a son of George and Lillie Berry 
Stevens. He married Emma Behnke, January 1, 1938 in Chicago. They moved to 
Fairbury in 1967.

Surviving are his wife; a daughter, Mrs. Marjorie Peterson, Northridge, Calif., 
three sisters, Mrs. Louise Milburn, Bethesda, Md.; Mrs. Lillian Moran, Fairbury; and 
Mrs. Doris Wilbanks, Jacksonville, Fla.; and four grandchildren.

Also preceding him in death was a brother.



Mr. Stevens was a member of Trinity Lutheran church, Fairbury and the John Joda 
American Legion Post No. 54, Fairbury.

Memorials may be given to the charity of the donor's choice.
Pallbearers were Harold Ward, Duane Morris, Warren Ulfers, Kenneth Kafer, all 

of Fairbury; Henry Wrucke and Walter Kopiscke, both from Minnesota.

Picture illegible; caption says, “ The late C.B. Stevens of Fairbury was a first lieutenant 
with America's first fighting squadron. Prior to shipping out for England during World 
War I, Stevens posed in 1917 beside his Curtiss Jenny at Chanute Field, Rantoul.,

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Undated clipping abt Jan 10, 1988

Lillian M. Moran

Fairbury - The funeral mass for Mrs. Lillian M. Moran, 89, Oceanside, Calif., formerly 
of Fairbury & Strawn, will be held Saturday at 10 a.m. at St. Rose’s Catholic Church, 
Strawn, with the Rev. Richard Brunskill officiating.  Burial will be in St. Rose’s 
Cemetery.

Friends may call from 5 to 8 pm Friday at Culkin-Diggle Funeral Home, Forrest, 
where the rosary will be said at 6 p.m.  

Mrs. Moran died Thursday, Jan 7, 1988 at Tri-City Medical Center, Oceanside.  
She was born March 23, 1898, at Springfield, a daughter of George & Lillie 

(Berry) Stevens.  She married Ralph Kilburn at Oaklawn on Nov. 23, 1927.  He died in 
1928.  She later married Dr. John Moran at Chicago on June 12, 1937.  He died Feb 21, 
1970. 

Mrs. Moran and her husband moved to Strawn in 1960.  He had a dental practice 
in Gibson City until his death in 1970.  In 1971 she moved to Fairbury and lived there 
until 1979 when she moved to California.  

Surviving are two daughters, Patricia L. Moran of Glendale, Calif, and Jeanne 
Crossen of Burbank; one sister, Doris Wilbanks of Jacksonville, Fla., seven 
grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren.  

She was preceded in death by one brother and one sister.


